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SEAS OF FLAME

Tho Astral Oil Works In Eastern
Brooklyn Ignlto and Explo-

sion

¬

Follows Explosion

Ten Thotmind Barrels of Oil Turned Iuto-

a Seething Caldron The Loss

Oror Half a Million

Thrco Natural Oas Explosions
Pennsylvania in Which Throo-

Feoplo Poriah

In

tins city or riniM-
UiiooKbVK N Y Deo 21 An ex-

plosion
¬

In Pratts astral oil works in-

tho eastern part of Brooklyn has
called out tho whole flro department
of the city Tho lint explosion com-

ing
¬

ted thelianioofouooil tank with
tile gases to a second a tut a second
explosion followed almost Imme-
diately Thtso two explosions made
frco ten thousand barrels of
oil and alt tins doming mass
catohlng on to the river of melted
snow was carried Into every nook and
cranny of tho works Tho remit was
that all tho buildings and tank at tho-
WorltBoxcc tIng tho largo brick build-
ing

¬

In which cunning is done woro-
destoycdbcsldee tho lone docks on tiio
crock Tho Ions will reach bo-
tweeu WOOOOQ and 1000000 Tho
shock of the two explosions broke
tho windows of all tho houses In the
neighborhood and sent ho people In
terror flying Into tho streets The
building of the Williamsburg Gas-
light

¬

company on tho opposite sldo of
Twelfth street shook bo violently that
somo persoun thought It would fall
The building later was In great danger
from tho spreading flames llio
heat was so intenso that tho-
llromeu oould not get close ouoagh-
to ronder the necessary sorvico-
Ulilof Kuglneor Kevlus and ids associ-
ates

¬

uuilortook to cut oil tho flro from
tho gashouse at tho lljwing blazing
oil seemed to be surging that way anil-
lhey were euocesaful Tho very nolae-
of the seething flames could bo hoard
blocks away The lugboat lirlllltuit
Daylight and Duval took
up positions on tho river
and sent their heaviest etrenms in the
caldron of flimoo butthn wind veored
and carried the lUmes out at them and
they wero compelled to steam away
Then tho lire had complete control
of the rlveraldo ami was
slowly eating Its way toward
First street Ux plosion followed
explosion and the burning masses of
oil wero carried long distances Thnus-
amis of spectators gathered standing
In tho tluth of snow und under the
heavy rain watching the conflagration
A long train of Manlinttnu beach cars-
on tiio track near BiiHhwllk creek was
crowded with excited onlookers A
dividing wall hud been erected In tho
yard to prevent a llVo from
going beyond It Tho grcU hrnt of
thotiames cracked tbosaroty wall and
It came down with a crash After
that tho lire razod thoeutlro promises

The wlud ahirtcd blowing to land ¬

ward and tho tiro bo its now got
to work again At tho samo
time tho llreruen anhoro wero driven
away so hurriedly that they had to
abandon an euglno which in a lull of-
tho wind and a BUbaldenco of the
UamcH they noon recovered Tho 11 re
boats and firemen then obtained mas ¬

tery nud tho lltmea wero brought un ¬

der control Pratt Co It J under-
Stood nro insured

KXlLOSIONS IN nSNNSYIvANl A-

Pirranimn Pa Deo 21 Natural
gas has been playing sad havoo at dif-

ferent
¬

places in Western Pennsylva-
nia

¬

within tho past twentyfour houre
reports of oxploslous attended With
fatal and serious results having been
received from Ilutlcr anil Washing ¬

ton while in this city iv building on-
Magco strecet occupied by II Btudt-
as a grocery store was com-
pletely

¬

demolished this oveil-
ing

¬

by an explosion which
terribly frightened tho residents in
that patt of tho city and damaged
property to tiio extent of f200-

0At Washington Pa the rcsldcnco-
of Wm Halm was partially wreaked
and Mr Itabe htswlfoand child were
injured to badly that all havo since
died Mrs ltabo arcso during tho
night and went luto tho cellar with n
lighted candle whouau explosion took
pinco-

A Poet special says that tho excite ¬

ment at Washington Is intense as
many people living thero have natural
gas in their iiouses-

Tho explosion at Itutlcr Peoceurrcd
about 1 oclook this morning and ouno
very nearly ending In a horrible dis-
aster

A special to tho CommerolatGazctto-
Jiut roeeived says that the Una brick
residence of John Gates was
entirely demolished aud tho fam-
ily

¬

consisting of himself wlfo-
aud four ohlldren all grown up wero
burled In tho debris Fortunately tlie
entire family were rescued although
idl were mora or lees seriously hurt
It appears that they retired about 1-
0oclock and probably two hours later
Wlnule a daughter aged twenty years
Who slept down stalls awoke and
noticed a tiny blue Itatno playing
on tho hearthstone Hho got up-
aud put It out and thou
called her brother John who with a-

light went to tiio cellar to investigate
Ho had uosoonoropened ihedoor than
a tcrrlblo explosion followed and tho
building was raised from Its foundation
and ojuuo down a mass of ruins Tho
people livimru quarter of a mile away
felt tho shock aud In a short thuo
plenty of willing hands were at work
trying to envu he lives of tho six
human beings who were known to have
boon In tho bulldlug at the tlmo the
explosion occurttd

The first one taken out was Leonard
aged twentyeight years Ho was
painfully bruised and it Is thought sus-
tained

¬

internal iDJurles
John Gates Jr was tho next found

Ho was badly burned about tho face
and arms hut not seriously hurt

Mr and Mrs Gatca escaped with
severe brulecw uud tho daughters
Wiunle uud Emily were found lu the
coal vault uninjured

Thoescupo of all from lueUnt death
wnilraciilaua The loss on tho build-

ing and riirriitrro will reach flHO-
OMr Gitea Jiaa be U in the gns uud-
emsl business for Mvetiteen years and
this is tho lirst lima that he has uf
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fercd from an explosion Thero Is a
good deal of mystery surrounding tho
accident There was no natural gas
In tho house and tho mains aro thirty
llvofcet away and burled three feet
under tho ground
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A OltASU AT SEW OKLHANS

Tho FrameWork of tho Exposition
Hotol Falls Two Fatalities

NKW OlUBANH IA fieC 21

Three hundred lect of tho iron franio
work of tho large hotel erected west of
tho tnaln exposition building fell with
a tcrrlblo crash today Frank Queen
colored of Nashville was Instantly
killed Albert Frewco of Michigan
was mortally Injured ami Jsj Carroll
of Chlcaco was sovcrely injured Inter-
nally

¬

Tho fortiimn III charge of tho
building Mr Miller said that he
had a narrow esca >e from death
Ho enld It was tho narrowest cscapo-
ho had ever witnessed In ills llfoon-
tiio part of fortyodd workmon whn-
wero In tho building Most of tho
men wero at work on ho building
Tlioso on the top fell in tho vegetable
garden on Walnut street Miller
attributes the accident to tho weak-
ness

¬

of the Walnut street foundation
and to the Insufficiency of the support-
ing

¬

ropes lie stated also that tho
posH temporarily put up notr tho-
mlddlo of tho building wero not
driven far enough and that with tho
very heavy weather lately experienced
and tho strong wind blowing for tho
past two days tho building was
uimblo to stand being topheavy
with Iron and timber Ho
had observed that tho bidding had
gone out of plumb from east to west
about two feet and ho had Just at-
tempted

¬

to remedy that de-
fect

¬

by having extra tension put
in tho main stories or ropes
when tho strueturo swayed aud with a
crash came down

Thcro was a moderate attendance at
the exposition today Thero was di-
vine

¬

service in the muslo hall und a
sacred concert was given by tho Mexi-
can

¬

baud-

SACKED OATThH IN TEXAS

Tho Menngcrio Stock Strengthens tho-
Hords of tho Lono Star State

New Moxtcna Stootc Urowur
John ONeil a cattle grower of life-

long
¬

experience In Victorlu county
Tex called on tho Stock Grower this
week ami a ronvirsatlon with him
proved must Interesting Mr ONeil
Is one of tho very few breeders in this
country of ilrahma or sacred cattlo of
the Kaat Indies It would at IIrut
seem farcical to sneak of wising mo
nagerie stock hut Mr ONeil will
soon bo able to prove to stockmen of-
tho West that tula strain will show us
many good qualities as tho much
talkcdof Hereford an Durlmtus

The llrst sacred cattle brought to
America consisted of two lots ono of
which went to Georgia and tho other
to Louisiana In 1870 Mr ONeil no-
ticed cows noar his homo which wero
acmes between tho natives aud tho-
Bmhmas and wero tho property of u
neighbor Tho winter und spring of
1870 wero exceptionally hard tin cattle
and tho dleolP was something tre-
mendous

¬

Ono observing friend sew
in tho Hprlng that tho llrihma cows
wero In excellent condition aud aftor
experiments he concluded that the
breed would bo a good ono tocrots with
natlvo stock Mr ONeil secured a bull
and two cows thoroughbreds fronxthc
Louisiana hord afterward Increasing
tho number from Gtorgla The result
of ths crots was satisfactory Tic
Me of good size flue beef qualities
aud possess tho best rustllug qualities
of any breed

Mr ONeil obtains tho best results
from a cross botwecu the encred cat
tlo with pure Duihams and the malo
stock from this cross ho runs with
his natives Thcro Is u heavy demand
In Texas for the ltrahmas us they
aro called but It Is utterly Impossible
to supply it Mr ONeil Intends to
stock a ranch in this territory when
our New Mexico cattleowners will
havo nn opportunity of seeing tho
sacred cattle Tholthoroughhredauro
dt scribed as being of u rloh cream
color aud tho bulls havo a very promi-
nent

¬

hump on tho shoulder

Indications
Washington Dec 21 West Gulf

Clearing weather lower temperature
northerly winds

Stealing tho loremmrnt bunas-
Kabbah City Mo Deo 21 Tho

United States marshal has gono to
Chicago to urroKt 111 teen persons there
Indicted for fraudulent entries of
homestead lauds lu this state

Not ct National Importance
Hah Antonio Timed

It Is not by any manner of means a
matter of national Importance that the
United States government should ex
pond 7600000 upon an uncertainty
to obtain deep water at Galveston nor
Is tho state of Texas vltallv interested
lu pushing this scheme There ought
to he a good harbor with a Biifllclent
depth of water somewhere on the
coast of Texas on tho gulf of
Mexico for naval purposes but
this harlor need not of necessity
bo at Galveston Thero aro several
more eligible places for harbors along
tho coast and this fact should not bo
Ignored Aransas Sabine Pass Mata¬

gorda Port Oaballo etc possess
greater natural advantages for safe
harborago for slilpplug than any
which Galveston can boast of and tho
united Blatea government la bound to-
glvo them duo consideration before It
launches out luto the enormous ex-
penditure

¬

ol 1760000 upon a sort ofhaphazard business The expenditure
of 1600 000 at Aransas will secure a
creator depth of water and a bettor
harbor than tho expenditure off7600
000 Is ever likely to e HVut at Galveston
and this ono fact should settle tho ap ¬

propriation Tho federal government
wants a good harbor for ahlpplug ou
thocoasi of Texas but H Is under no
obligations to waste money in an ellbrt
to help Galveston

v
Chrlatrau Ouods

For the holiday trado Turner A Mo
dure havo Just received a nice stock
of cakes and Jumblee seedless raisins
orangepeel lemon peel and citron In
fact their btoolt of lino goods is full
aud complete and tuey are prepared
to ii any klud of an order for a
Christmas dltsner

WASHINGTON GOSSIP

Indiana Concludes That Bho Ought
to ho Represented in Cleve ¬

lands Oabinot

The Opinion Fmnils That Congress
Will Accomplish No Work Dur-

ing

¬

tho Holidays

INDIANA WANT A CAlIINtT TOUT
JMJLI-

OWasuincjton Dec 21 An in-

formal
¬

meeting of tho Domocratlo
members of congress nitd citizens of
Indiana was held at tho capltol last
night Tho sentiment was generally
expressed that Indiana wob entitled to
recognition in tho cabinet of the pres-
identelect

¬

and the opinion was unan-
imous

¬

that lu that event the honor
should bo conferred ou exSenator Mc-
Donald

¬

or Senator Voorhees All the
Democratic members of tho houso w ero
present and concurred In tho views
vxpresstdI-

ICIISIATIVK JUKAHUUKS

Washington Dee 21 It Is the
general opinion of the numbers or tho
house of representatives that when
that body meets Wednesday next It
will Immediately adjourn three days
and that bucccssIvo similar adjourn-
ments

¬

will tako placo until January 5

unless lu tho meantime tho senate
shall amend and pass tho concurrent
resolution providing for a holiday re-
cess

¬

Tho failure of tho conferees upon
tho naval bill to reach an
understanding so that tho holiday
recces might begin last night
was a disappointment to many sena-
tors

¬

who had made arrangements to
leave the city and although tlife senate
meets to morrow it may be without n
quorum aud therefore unable to trans-
act

¬

any business except by Igrjorjut
that fact if a quotum plesbut the
sonato luteretatu commerce bill tho
bill to forfeit the land grant of the
Otet0 Central railroad and
Mr Hills silver resolutions
nro the untlulshcd matters
upon which speeches may bo made
but It Is unlikely that action will bo
taken with respect to any important
question during tho absence of the
many senators who left tho city not to
return until after New Years

Two temporary navalappropriation
bills are pending oiicprovliltugfortho
naval establishment for tho last half of
the current fiscal year aud one making
provision for tho month of January
Ono or the other nftheso bills may bo
passed but In view of tho action of the
seuato last night and tho temper of tho
majority of tho senators at that time
such a course eeems Improbable

Tho Informal discussion of tho Nlcn-
raguun treaty began yesterday the
pretext being the pendency of Mr
vests resolution declaring it Inexpe-
dient

¬

to send u surveying party to Nic ¬

aragua and may be continued upon tho
samo ba9b the treaty Itself not bav ¬

ins been reported back from tho com ¬

mit tco

OATTUtTUAIUS MUST UK KIHT OJKN
Washington Dec 21 Kxltepre-

scutatlvo Upson of Texas is here as
the legal renrcscututlve of tho cattlo
raisers in Texas aud the Southwest
generally for tho purposo of securing
thepassacoof nblil through conuress
requiring the cattletrails of the West
and Bouthwesl to be kept open Im-
mediately

¬

after the holidays ho Hill
bo Joined by others from Texes Kan-
sas

¬

nnd Now Mexico luteretited in
this matter and a strong effort
will bo made early In Janua-
ry

¬

to secure tho legislation
desired Tho oomplalut made Is that
tho fencing In of thoenormoustracts of
country In tho West for grazlug pur
pones has blocked th trails over which
cattlo aro driven to Kastern markets
In tho Indian territory particularly it
Is allo cil that lately ereetod fences In
closing the grazing lands leased from
the Indians extend ucrosstho cattlo
trails In dltleront places This will
entail heavy loss upou the Southwest-
ern

¬

cattle raleors unless cougrefts grants
tho relief naked and compels tho trails
to bo kept open

AN OVKItWOHKLO UllltSV HJSTIDK
Washington Deo ill Chief Just-

ice
¬

Walte who has been seriously 111

for n week past aud whose condition
yesterday aud Friday was such as to
cause his family aud friends much
unraalntsis Is much better tonight
Tho chief Justice has been mulcting
from the ellecta of overwork lately
and a week ago ho contracted a aevero
cold which was tho Im-
mediate

¬

cause of his prostra-
tion Early last week eryelpelas
set In In his face and hosutlemi much
from neuralgia pains Tho crvblpels
was the daneerous symptom but to-

day
¬

It had entirely dhappeared and to-
night

¬

his condition is Improved so
much that his sonwho wa summoned
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THE LARGEST STOCK AND LOWEST PRICES

Mffisiie i
AT FACTORY PRICES

Pianos tunod and repaired on Bhort notice and warranted Beware of Irastrangers claiming to bo Tuners Many a Piano has been ruined by such men

Disagreement Arises Between
Franco and Germany in tho

Congo Oonforonco

LoaSon all Agog Ovor the Discovery of
Another fl nam t9 Plot Which

Mitcarricdrt

TUB CONGO Ce> NPKlliNCK-
FKANtB AND 0 HUMANYMSAOU-
EiBkhmn Deo 21 England Ger-

many
¬

Holland and Italy aro now in-
acoortl upon tho proposition to neutral-
ize

¬

tho territory of tho AfrioAU inter-
national

¬

association Tho entento-
oordlale between Germany and Franco
Is tending to a rupture Franco per
sletlnK In opposition to the neutralize
lion of tho associations territory

Tbo Cross Gnzetto iu a semlolllclal
article expftfified astouishmeut that
France which until recently has
shared In tho good will towards tho
International association now wishes
to despoil the nssocltlou of its terri-
tory

¬

Tho Gazetto declares that Ger-
many

¬

will defend tho Interests of tho
International association which aro
those of all Germans knowing as she
does that German traders will ilnd in
territory of tho association a better
welcome than they would llnd In tho
French territory

XONDOS CONVULSED WITH IHAlt
London Deo 21 A flro broko out

in the parcel olllce at tho Windsor rail-
way

¬

station Stturday and burned rap-
Idly for a while but was soon extin-
guished

¬

Amouv tho debris were
found eoine brass wheels and bottles
supposed to com am explosives
They aro thought to be-
tho remains of an Infernal
machine There Is no clew to
tho person who lot tho maohlno A
foreigner was noticed loitering about
tho ttation Friday It Is believed that
the culprit lludlng himself unable to
enter tho royal palaco nnd that tho
queen had gono to Osborne and think ¬

ing that his designs wero frustrated
took the machine to tho railway Ma
Hon to rid himself of It Tho sllnlr
causes great excitement Tho wheels
found wero similar to thoso found
In the machines used in tho outrages
at Victoria laddlngton and other sta¬

tions and aro of cheap American clock
pattern A tin can containing a darkgelatinous substance was also found
and its contents aro now being ana ¬

lyzed A fu e mado of cotton aud sat ¬

urated with alcohol protruded
from tho neck ot the bottleA broken quart bottio which hud re-
cently

¬

contained rectllled spirits was
al o found In closo proximity it is
bclioved that tho fuso Instead of ignit
ok tho nltroglycerluo ignited other
plUmnvbe articles Col Msjendlo

the chief inspector of explosives lamaking a careful examination Thoman noticed loitering about tho stationIs described as having the appearance
of au American He lmd a sallow faceand woro a mustache

NO CtlttUTIANB MASSAOHKD lNJIAOK-
UONIA

Nkw Youk Dec 21Reports of the
massacre of Christians by thoMussul
mans In Macedonia have been circu ¬

lated lately Hus lan Tewflx Pasha
envoy extraordinary and minister
United Blates and slat oneel In thlaetyolilolally denies the truth or thostatements and says that tho reDortaemanate from agitators who arti Intere ted in tho subverslou of public orderIn tboprovlucopf Baloulca where the
frovaH l ttUtl lr nQ ity-

ATTOMmr ON THliUlKOlTIIKCZAlt
BkhunDco il Letters from St

Petersburg give tho details of the re

3X3 SJtreetNow oilers nn Immense Stock of

ratontltodloinciat Manufacture rates 4
HEADQUARTERS FOR SHOW CASES THE LARGEST SJOCi fj

and
Mcdlclm In NORTH TEXAS at Ilotlom Frlces

Nos 409 411 nml 413 Houston St Forf

Jteal 3Bstruto nnd Live StockAg
303 Houston Stroot Fort Worth

ROBERTS HARDWICKE TAYMjjj

WHOLESALE HARDW4I

Headquarters for Show Coses
A XiAjaGOE STOCK ALWAYS

A CarLoadJmt received WlUUupllcatoBt Louig or Chicago pricw fTtjW

CSrScnil for Catalogue nnd Prices

CUbLozraaaLctia Tosg

caslon of tho recent fete of tho chovallerj of St Gcorgo Tho rails ou tho
Gatechinallno overwhich tho czara
train had to pass wero found looeened-
at a certain spot Tho soldier onguard-
at tho placo whero tho train was ex-
pected to leave tho rails was after-
wards

¬

found murdered

A VIVIII COairAMSO-
NIIkkmn Dec 21The Germanla-

an Ultramontano organ lu a pessimist
article compares tho position of the
German empire to a dance upon n
volcano and says that the electoral
Bueieaacs of the socialists tho searches
of the barracks by tho police tho trial
of tho anarchists at Leipalc Indicate a
state of beginning decayI-

COTVXIIN A1EAII-
OfTIINK or WOLSELKYS OAMIAIflK

CAnto Deo 21 LordGeneral-
Wolsclcy will complete tho concen-
tration

¬

of his army at Korta tho llrst
week In January and will be-
gin

¬

hU march through tho desert
upon Silently tho 7th of January
liie distance from Korta lo Sbendy
s 200 hundred miles and Ocn Woheley calculates that tho march will

occupy sixteen days unless
he meets with opposition
from tho enemy ou the route A elm
ultaneous movement will ba mado
from Suaklm against Ostnun Disma In
order tp Eccure from attack tho lHnk of
the Nile expedition of Gen Wolseley
GenStephenson leaves Cairo for Sua ¬

klm Wednesday to assume command of
the expedition from that place MaJ
Chermsldo reiwjrts that out of the gar-
rison

¬

at Suaklm of 1200 marines and
sailors there nro only 100 cllectlvo men
bresh troops will be sent to SnakiruIt Is reported that Gen Bophonson In ¬

sists upon the necessity of raising an-
eiJectlyoforcoorcooo men to success ¬

fully operato against Osmnu Dlgma-

A Steamer Ailtore-
MoBitiB Plains L I Dec 21 Tho

steamer Olivette 1100 tons Capt Trot-
ter

¬

in ballast frou Hillside England
to Austin Jlaldwlu Co Now Yorkwent ashore on the beach otl hero this
morning The crew wero caved Thosteamer will probably be atotalwreok-

No
>

Clew to HoiTgatft s Whereabouls
Kansas City mo tDec 21 The

detecilvessont to Nebraska In search
JCant Howgatp lato Bgral ofllcer
Javo been unable to gain a traeo of ills
whereabouts They Wo visited Do

liere from Ohio early iu the w i elc has ceut Mtewpt on tho life of tho cm where his mlntrcs was etSpposed
left forborne Tho attempt was made upon the oo Jlod h

Klm Uuy wcr0 unable to

JiikaMii

4

i
ON HAW

Tho French tbange Tidr

pAnis Dec 21TheRa l
of neffH1has a

Cnlnese campaign AU

mentB will bo directed to Tog

when tho Chinese havtj J
out then 11 vo thousand Vr
sent to Admiral Courbet M
upon Keeluog and Tamf
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